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Alberta Declares May 22-28, 2023 
Community Disability Service Workers Appreciation Week 

 
Calgary, ALBERTA, May 22, 2023 – The Alberta Disability Workers Association (ADWA) actively 
raises awareness of the essential work being done by Community Disability Service 
Professionals across Alberta. ADWA is pleased the Minister of Seniors, Community and Social 
Services, Jeremy Nixon, formally declared May 22-28, 2023, as Community Disability Service 
Workers Appreciation Week. 
 
Service provider organizations, families, and individuals across the province will be 
celebrating the important and valuable work of Disability Service Professionals.  
 
ADWA Executive Director, Sue Manery is excited about the declaration and stated, “The 
actions and supports provided every day by people employed in Disability Services make such a 
positive difference not only in the lives of people with disabilities, but also in their communities. 
I truly admire the commitment and passion they have for their profession and congratulate 
them on this well-deserved public recognition.”  
 
Along with Manery, Alex Stoye, president of the ADWA Board, believes it is time this public 
recognition is provided to this under-acknowledged, essential workforce. Stoye states, “This 
is the first time that the work of Community Disability Services has been formally recognized on 
a provincial level. A declaration  such as this is a fantastic way to bring awareness to the 
professional and competent work of this community.”  
 
When asked what it means as a Community Disability Service Worker, to have this 
appreciation week declared, ADWA Champion, Heather Lyons said, “It’s huge! It shows the 
whole province the work we do is essential and vital, and makes a big impact in the lives of so 
many Albertans with disabilities. It shows our advocacy and hard work has brought this 
recognition that every worker, in every role, deserves. It shows we are not forgotten.” 
 
Every day, everywhere, across Alberta, Disability Service Professionals are providing quality 
services to people with disabilities.  
 
In Calgary, Columbia College provides Community Disability Services through its Community 
Support Services Department (CSSD). Bruce Skorobohach, Director of the CSSD, emphasizes, 
"At Columbia College, we value every individual and are dedicated to creating an environment 
that fosters growth and inclusivity We recognize the exceptional dedication of Community 
Disability Service Workers, whose efforts profoundly impact the lives of individuals with 
disabilities, shaping a more inclusive society. 
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About Alberta Disability Workers Association (ADWA) 

 
ADWA is the leading voice for people employed in Community Disability Services. ADWA 
delivers targeted advocacy, promotes skill development and certification, and elevates the 
profile of Community Disability Service professionals and the essential services they provide 
to Albertans with disabilities.   

ADWA put forward a request to Alberta’s Minister of Seniors, Community & Social Services to 
formally recognize the valuable and essential work of Community Disability Service 
Professionals. Minister Jeremy Nixon responded by declaring the Appreciation Week, in the 
attached Declaration.  

For information about ADWA, please visit www.adwa.ca . Follow on Facebook, Twitter 
@AlbertaDWA, and Instagram @adwa.ca. 

 

About Columbia College  
 

Columbia College, located in Calgary, Alberta, is a private, non-profit post-secondary 
institution that has been providing quality education and support to adult learners from 
diverse backgrounds and situations since 1986. The college offers various academic 
programs, including academic upgrading, English language training, diploma and certificate 
programs, and continuing education courses.  
 
Committed to fostering an inclusive community, Columbia College's Community Support 
Services Department (CSSD) offers a range of programs and services designed to help 
individuals with developmental disabilities achieve greater independence, overcome 
barriers, and reach their full potential.   
 
To learn more about Columbia College Calgary and its commitment to inclusive education, 
visit www.columbia.ca. For further information or to arrange an interview, please contact:  
Amaira Hansen, at amaira.hansen@columbia.ca, 403- 235-9300, ext. 9329. 
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